Typical Finnish Army weapons in 1943:







			Name of the weapon		Remarks:

			(calibers, nicknames and

			 Finnish Army Shortening):			



Infantry Weapons:



	Pistols:		Parabellum m/23 (7.65 mm Para)	standard Finnish Army pistol,



			VKT Lahti L/35 (9.00 mm Para)	Finnish made, excellent quality,

			(nickname "Lahti pistol",		too heavy, designed by

			there is a joke in the Finnish	A. Lahti

			nickname: "lahti" means "bay"

			and also "to slaught", so it was

			"a slaughting pistol"



			FN GP/HP m/38  (9.00 mm Para)	one of the best military pistols ever

							made, the Finnish Air Force used it



			FN pistols m/10 and m/22		caliber 7.65 mm (original Belgian, 

							or usually bad Spanish made copies)



			Almost any military pistol  type	Russian (Tula-Tokarev), Italian	 							(Beretta), Czech (CZ), American (Colt),

							German (Mauser)



	Rifles:		Mosin-Nagant m/91 (7.62 mm)	Russian standard infantry rifle in

							WW I, war booty from the WW I era,

							collar stub type cartridge (all 7.62s here)



			VKT m/27, (m/28, m/28-30)		versions of Mosin-Nagant but

			(nickname "Pystykorva"		more accurate (heavier barrel), 

			or "The spitz": it has upright	lots of  minor improvements,

			panels beside front sight)		renewed sights



			VKT m/39			best Mosin-Nagant version ever made, 			(nickname "Ukko-Pekka"		better sights than on m/27, very accurate 			derived from President P. E.	and reliable, some still in use

			Svinhufvud's nickname)



			Russian m/91-30			war booty, not as good as the VKT 			(nickname "Ring sight		m/39

			rifle": it has ring around 

			front sight)



			KVF Mauser m/97 (6,5 mm)		Swedish Army rifle, secondary, 							naval and home-front troops only

			

			Mannlicher-Carcano m/38 (7,35 mm)	Italy donated 100.000 "Terni

 			(nickname "Terni rifle")		rifles" to Finland during the Winter

							War, rigid sights, inaccurate, Air Force,

							home-front and training troops only, 

							one of the worst rifles ever made,

							it was designed for desert-warfare,

							most of them never used in Finland 



(I still wonder how Lee Harvey Oswald could kill President Kennedy with that Italian rifle, it's so inferior!! I think his rifle was not an old "Terni" from the Finnish Army inventory although they all were sold to States in the 50's.)



	Auto Rifles:	Tokarev m/38 and m/40		war booty, good weapons, but too

							complicated



	SMGs:		SMG m/31 (9,00 Para)		Finnish made weapon, excellent

			(nickname "Suomi SMG")		quality, made by Tikkakoski, designed

							by A. Lahti, maybe the best military 							SMG ever made (I've shot few times 							during my military service in 1988),

							 70 round drum magazine, still in use



			Bergman m/18 (7.65 Para) 		home-front troops only (1943)



			All major Russian SMG types	7.63 mm Russian pistol cartridge, 							good types derived greatly from

							the Suomi SMG (like PPSh)



	LMGs:		VKT Lahti-Saloranta L/S-26 	Finnish-made weapon, a bit too well 			(7.62 mm)			made because it didn't work properly

							when it was dirty, too small 							box magazine, designed by A. Lahti;

							mr. Saloranta was the boss of the

							VKT works (State Rifle Works),

							British volunteers in Finland (during 

							the Winter War) noticed that it was far

							better than the British Bren LMG

							(L/S-26 had lost to Bren when British

							 Navy ordered new LMGs in the 30's!)



			Dektyarev m/27 (7.62 mm)		war booty, excellent and light-			(nickname "Emma": the name of	weight weapon,  drum magazine 			the war time song, because	hard to load, still in use

			its magazine was like LP)



--



Heavy Infantry Weapons:



	HMGs:		Maxim m/10 (7.62 mm)		modernized in the20's and 30's 

							to use metal belts, VERY heavy,

							and I mean VERY, war booty from 							the WW I (and II) era, with wheels



			Maxim m/31-32 (7.62 mm)		new Finnish version of  the 							m/10 with  fire-rate booster and metal 							belt designed by A. Lahti, with tripod,

							some still in use



	Grenade Launchers (Mortars):



			81 mm light mortar 		licence-made in Finland, 			(several sub-types)		modernized and newer versions 

							still in use



			120 mm heavy GL Tampella m/40	Finnish made weapon, one of the

							best mortars ever made, modernized

							versions still in use (licence-made in

							many countries eg. Israel)



	AT-rifles:	VKT Lahti L-39 (20 mm)		one of the best AT-rifles in

			(nickname "Elefant gun")		the world but came too late,

							semi-automatic, quite heavy,

							designed by A. Lahti



			Boys mk I m/37 (14 mm)		secondary troops only (1943), 

							too ineffective



	AT-guns:	37 mm Bofors m/36		licence made in Finland,

			(37 K)				used in 1943 as infantry gun



			37 mm PaK 38 and 40-38		newer versions of the PaK 			(37 K)				35/36 , sold from Germany and Spain

							in 1940-41



			45 mm  Russian AT-guns		war booty, several subtypes, Russian

			(45 K)				version of the German PaK 35/36



			50 mm PaK 38			samples sold from Germany in 1942

			(50 K 38)



			75 mm PaK 97-38			sold from Germany in 1943, 

			(75 K 97-38)			old French 75 mm cannons m/97

							modified and set to PaK 38 "chassis",

							still quite efective, interim model to 							PaK 40



			75 mm PaK 40			sold from Germany in 1943 and 1944, 			(75 K 40)				best AT-gun in the world but 							difficult to handle (very heavy)



--



Field Artillery (most typical guns only):



Light Cannons:		75 mm Cannon m/17		best light cannon in WW I, British

			(75 K 17)				and US made, sold and donated 							to Finland during the Winter War



			76,2 mm Cannon m/02 and m/02-30	war booty (m/02 from the WW 			(76 K 02, 76 K 02-30)		I era), this was the most typical light 							field gun in the Finnish Army, 							ineffective, last guns were written off 							from inventory in the 80's (it was easier 							and cheaper to fire all ammunition than 							to destroy them, and they saved up 							newer guns and their expensive 							ammunition)



			76,2 mm Regiment Cannon m/27	war booty (1941), short barrel,

			(76 RK 27)			used also in Gun Companies as AT-gun



			76,2 mm Cannon m/36		war booty, this gun was one of the 			(76 K 36)				most typical field-/AT-guns in 							the Red Army and it was widely used, 							its successor, the Zis 3 gun, was one of 							the best guns ever made



			84 mm Cannon m/18		Sold from Great Britain during 			(84 K )				the Winter War



Light Howitzers:		105 mm Howitzer Tampella m/37	Finnish made, some of these guns 

			(105 H 37)			are still in use (heavily modernized to

							105 H 61-37)



			122 mm Howitzer m/10-40		war booty, other quite similar 			(122 H 10-40)			models in use were 122 H 09, 122 H 09-							30, 122 H 09-40 , 122 H 10 and 122 H 							10-30



Heavy Cannons:		105 mm Cannon m/29		originally French and Polish, sold

			(105 K 29)			from Germany during the war



Heavy Howitzers:		150 mm Howitzer m/40		sold from Germany in 1941, 			(150 H 40)			best German heavy howitzer, still in use

							but modernized to Russian 152 mm

							ammunition



			152 mm Howitzer m/37		war booty,  most sold from Germany, 			(152 H 37)			best heavy Russian field gun in WW II, 							modernized guns still in use



			155 mm Howitzer m/17		sold from France

			(155 H 17)



			203 mm Howitzer m/17		sold from USA during the 			(203 H 17)			Winter War



Remarks:

	

78 different field gun types were in use including some almost ancient ones (French "De Bange" cannons from the 1870's!). Despite of the miscellaneous variety of gun types Finnish artillery has used phonomenally accurate firing methods since 20's created by Artillery-General V. P.  Nenonen. Nenonen's firing methods were the best in the world (fast and accurate) and are still used in the Finnish Defence Forces (and very many armies around the world). [ Of course alterations have been made: calculations and corrections are done much faster nowadays (almost immediately).] 



--



AA-guns:



Light AA-guns:		2 x 20 mm VKT Lahti L-40	Finnish made weapon, basically the 						same gun as the Lahti AT-rifle but had 						continuous fire and strenghtened construction,

						most guns were made in 1943 and 1944



			20 mm FlaK 30		ordered from Germany before the 						Winter War, most arrived later in 1940



			40 mm Bofors 		several types from several countries

						(Sweden, Poland), very good weapon



Heavy AA-guns:		75 and 76 mm Skoda and	old and inaccurate from the 

			Vickers			20's and 30's



			88 mm RBM FlaK 36	best heavy AA-gun ever made, used

						primarily in Helsinki and Kotka area in

						1943 - 1944



--



Remarks: 



"Still in use" means that this weapon is still in regular or more likely in reserve use in the Finnish Defence Forces (all have been modernized ,some heavily, or fixed several times during the years). These weapons are among the best ever made and when maintained properly are still very good or excellent weapons in the hands of the well-trained troops.



M/39 rifles, Dektyarev LMGs and VKT m/32-32 Maxim HMGs and many heavier old items are going to disappear from the stocks of the Finnish Defence Forces soon. It's a pity. It means that the "Suomi" SMG is the only old-timer left after few years.






