TABLE OF ORGANIZATION



Sources:

1.  Department of History, Military Academy: The History of The Continuation War 1 - 6, 	(publisher: WSOY, 1990 - 1994) (new official history, in Finnish only)

2. Reader's Digest (publisher, 1975): World Is Burning, Second World War 1 - 3

	(this is a Finnish version with local adds)

3. Reader's Digest (publisher, 1982): Finland at War

	(in Finnish only)

4. Ahto, Sampo: Brothers-in-arms Against Each Other, The Lapland War 1944 - 1945,

	(publisher: Kirjayhtymä, 1980) (in Finnish only)

5. My own "studies", numerous books (memoirs, histories and so on) and discussions with 	local military "gurus" and veterans including some of my own relatives who were in 	the war.

Sources 1 - 4 are public, but in this form in Finnish only.



A very good source book is Earl Ziemke's "The German Northern Theater of  Operations 1940 - 1945", published by US Army, 1960 (published also in Finnish, not used here). I recommend to add this to your source list!



1. Finnish Army in the summer of 1943:



Total strength of the Finnish Defence Forces: 406.000 men (1st of June 1943).



The Army is about 345.000 men. Naval Forces (coastal artillery and coastal defence included; Commander: Gen.Lt. V. Valve), Air Forces (air surveillance included, Commander: Gen.Maj. J. Lundquist) and Home Troops (Commander: Gen.Lt. L. Malmberg) are together about 60.000 men.



Päämaja (PM) (Chief Headquarters)  in Mikkeli



Commander-in-Chief:			Marshall of Finland 	C. G. E. Mannerheim

Chief of Staff:				Gen.			A. E. Heinrichs

Chief of Operative Office:		Col.			V. Nihtilä



Verbindungsstab "Nord" (German Liaison HQ "Nord")  in Mikkeli



German Liaison Officer: 				Gen.		Waldemar Erfurth



Finnish Liaison Officer

in Germany (OKW):				Lt.Gen. 		P. Talvela



Päämajan radiopataljoona (PM Rad.P)*  in Mikkeli

(Radio Battalion of the Chief HQ)



Commander:					not known



Erillinen pataljoona 4 (Er.P 4) (Separate Battalion 4)*  in Mikkeli

(formed in the 1st of July 1943)



Commander (acting):				Maj.		M. Hartola



Troops from south to north:			



Kannaksen Ryhmä (Kan.R) (Kannas Group)	in Karelian Isthmus



Unit name (original Finnish name, official		Commander (rank in -43 and name):

Finnish shortening, name in English):

						Lt.Gen.		H. Öhquist



Rannikkotykistörykmentti 2 (RTR 2)**		Lt.Col.		T. Reponen

(Coastal Artillery Regiment 2)		

(nickname: "Yellow Regiment")



18. Divisioona (18.D) (18th Division)		Maj.Gen.	A. Pajari



2. Divisioona (2.D) (2nd Division)			Maj.Gen.	A. E. Martola	



Ratsuväkiprikaati (Rv.Pr.) (Cavalry Brigade)*** 	Col.		L. Melander	



15. Divisioona (15.D) (15th Division)		Col.		N. Hersalo



Location not known at the time:



Rajajääkäripataljoona 1 (RajaJP 1)		Maj.		M. Tiitola ?

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 1)



Heimopataljoona 3 (HeimoP 3)****		not known

(Tribal Battalion 3)



In reserve:



10. Divisioona (10.D) (10th Division)+		Maj.Gen.	J. Sihvo



Laatokan Rannikkoprikaati (Laa.RPr.)**	coastal defence of Lake Ladoga (Laatokka)

(Lake Ladoga Coastal Brigade)		Col.		K. Y. Takkula



Aunuksen Ryhmä (Aun.R) (Aunus Group)	between Lake Ladoga and Lake Onega



Unit name (original Finnish name, official		Commander (rank in -43 and name):

Finnish shortening, name in English):

						Lt.Gen.		L. Oesch



VI Armeijakunta (VI AK) (6th Army Corps)	Maj.Gen.	A. Blick



Panssaridivisioona (Ps.D) (Tank Division)*****	Maj.Gen.	R. Lagus

				

5. Divisioona (5.D) (5th Division)			Maj.Gen	K. Tapola

(nickname: "Lynx Division")



17. Divisioona (17.D) (17th Division)		Col.		V. Sundman

(nickname. "Oak Division")



Location not known at the time:



Rajajääkäripataljoona 3 (RajaJP 3)		Maj.		A. Rautasalo ?

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 3)



V Armeijakunta (V AK) (5th Army Corps)		Maj.Gen.	E. Mäkinen



11. Divisioona (11.D) (11th Division)		Maj.Gen.	K. Heiskanen



7. Divisioona (7.D) (7th Division)			Maj.Gen.	A. Svensson



Äänisen Rannikkoprikaati (Ään.RPr.)**		coastal defence of Lake Onega (Ääninen)

(Lake Onega Coastal Brigade)			Maj.Gen.	E. I. Järvinen



Separate troops attached to Ään.RPr:



Erillinen Pataljoona 1 (Er.P 1)			Lt.Col		J. Wickström

(Separate Battalion 1)



Erillinen Pataljoona 2 (Er.P 2)			Lt.Col.		R. Kalervo

(Separate Battalion 2)



In reserve:



8. Divisioona (8.D) (8th Division)+			Maj.Gen.	V. Palojärvi 		

15. Prikaati (15.Pr.) (15th Brigade)+,++		Col.		A. Kuistio



Location not known at the time:



Rajajääkäripataljoona 2 (RajaJP 2)		Capt.		U. Petäjä ?

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 2)



Rajajääkäripataljoona 4 (RajaJP 4)		not known

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 4)



Maaselän Ryhmä (Maa.R) (Maaselkä Group)	between Lake Onega and Lake Ontajärvi



Unit name (Original Finnish name, official		Commander (rank -43 and name):

Finnish shortening, name in English):

						Lt.Gen		T. Laatikainen



6. Divisioona (6.D) (6th Division)+++		Maj.Gen.	E. Vihma



Jalkaväkirykmentti 101 (JR 101)++++		not known

(Infantry Regiment 101)



4. Divisioona (4.D) (4th Division)			Col.		P. Autti



Rajajääkäripataljoona 5 (RajaJP 5)+++++		in Lake Seesjärvi area

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 5)		Maj.		V. Kivikko



In reserve:



3. Prikaati (3.Pr.) (3rd Brigade)**			Col.		K. Savonjousi ?

(nickname: "Blue Brigade")



1. Divisioona (1.D) (1st Division)**,+++		Maj.Gen.	P. Paalu



14. Divisioona (14.D) (14th Division)		in Rukajärvi area



						Maj.Gen.	E. Raappana



Units subordinated to 14.D:



Rajajääkäripataljoona 6 (RajaJP 6)		not known

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 6)



Aunuksen Heimosoturipataljoona (AHSP)****	not known

(Aunus Tribal Battalion)



Täydennyspataljoona 12 (Täyd.P 12)		not known

(Replacements Battalion 12)



III Armeijakunta (III AK) (III Army Corps)	in Uhtua area



						No commander at the time



Rajajääkäripataljoona 7 (RajaJP 7)$		Maj.		L. Wetterstrand

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 7)



3. Divisioona (3.D) (3rd Division)			Maj.Gen.	F. U. Fagernäs



Rajajääkäripataljoona 8 (RajaJP 8)$		Maj.		V. Karhunen

(Frontier Guard Jaeger Battalion 8)



Yhteysesikunta Roi (Roi) (Liaison HQ Roi)	in Rovaniemi



						Col.		O. Willamo



Erillisosasto Sau (Er.Os. Sau)$$			in Savukoski area

(Separate Detachment Sau)			Maj.		Heiskanen ?



Remarks:



* PM Rad.P and Er.P 4:



These special units were directly under Chief HQ. PM Rad.P had radio stations all around the country to communicate with the guerilla groups behind the enemy lines and to  listen, locate and capture enemy's radio signals.



Er.P 4 was called as the "Freebooters of the Headquarters". It was used to long distance patrolling, scouting and guerilla warfare far behind enemy lines. Detachments made several very brave patrols hundreds of kilometers behind Russian lines. Some of the personnel could speak Russian. All were very experienced soldiers and athletics, long distance runners or skiers. Four semi-independent about a company strength attachments (or in Finnish "Osasto", shortened Os.).



** Under the command of the Finnish Naval Forces HQ (Commander: Lt.Gen. V.Valve). RTR 2 was subordinated to Kan.R and Ään.RPr. to Aun.R at the time. There were also several Coastal Brigades and Coastal Artillery Regiments along the southern and south-western coasts of Finland. They all (like the Navy) were under command of the Finnish Naval Forces HQ.



*** Cavalry Brigade:



Light infantry (Jaeger) unit despite of it's name (since 1942). It rode by bicycles! Rv.Pr. was an elite unit. It consists of Jääkäripataljoona 1 (JP 1) (Jaeger Battalion 1) and two large light infantry battalions which were called regiments: Uudenmaan Rakuunarykmentti (URR) (Uusimaa Dragoon Regiment) and Hämeen Ratsurykmentti (HRR) (Häme Cavalry Regiment). Both regiments had six companies. The fourth battalion of the Rv.Pr, the Jääkäripataljoona 6 (JP 6) (Jaeger Battalion 6), was a replacements unit of the Rv.Pr. at the time. 10.D was changed to Rv.Pr.  during the June of 1943.



**** Tribal Battalions:



HeimoP 3 was the third of the tribal battalions formed (others were AHSP and VHSP, see below). It was formed from the Finnish speaking Red Army POWs and East Karelian tribal personnel (former Soviet Union citizens). It was not regarded reliable unit although fought very well. In the summer of 1943 it was on the fronline.



AHSP and VHSP were formed from the Finnish speaking non-native or non-Finnish citizens (East Karelians) living in Finland. Most of the personnel came from another Finnish Army units. They got later more voluntary Finnish personnel and ceased to be pure "tribal" battalions. These two voluntary battalion were among the toughest in the Finnish Army.



***** Tank Division:



Ps.D changed the 8.D officially in the 12th of June 1943. It had only its infantry elements (and separate troops from the VI AK)  on the frontline. Tanks were held in reserve under Chief HQ. 



Main elements of the division were Panssariprikaati (Ps.Pr.) (Tank Brigade) and Jääkäriprikaati (JPr.) (Jaeger or Light Infantry Brigade). Ps.D was quite small unit, about 8700 men, and men in both brigades were the best in the Finnish Army. All soldiers and officers were carefully selected to this elite unit. Cavalry Brigade (Rv.Pr.) had been planned to attach to Ps.D to increase its strength but it was never done although late in 1942 Rv.Pr. was with Ps.D for a while when its own infantry unit JPr. was elsewhere. Cavalry Brigade was then moved to Karelian Isthmus.



Ps.Pr. had two light Tank Battalions (I and II) (equipped with Vickers/T 26s and  few T 34s, T 28s and KV-1s in so called Heavy Tank Company) and one Assault Gun Battalion (14  BT-42 -114 H/18 assault guns, which were actually upgunned captured BT-7 tanks with renewed turrets). Later in 1943 battalion was equipped with Sturmgeschütz III Ausf. Gs and BT-42s were handed over to a new Separate Tank Company.



JPr. had six Jaeger Battalions (JP 2, JP 3, JP 4, JP 5, Ps.JP [AT-gun Battalion] and Täyd.JP [Replacements Battalion]). Jaeger Battalions 2 - 5 were not motorized and men rode by bicycles! These troops were really "light" and not tied to roads, so they could even go straight though the forests carrying their bikes. Of course heavier elements of the Ps.D were fully motorized.

 

+ Units in reserve were (almost) always under Chief HQ, but were sometimes subordinated to local HQs.



++ 6th Division changed the 1st Division officially in the 20th of June 1943.



+++  Was formed on the 24th of May 1943. This unit was located in Eastern Karelia and subordinated to Aun.R at the time. It was held in reserve until it had become ready for combat.



++++ Had been attached to 1.D before it was moved to reserve. JR 101 was an independent unit formed from the Finnish prisoners and it was thus regarded as an unreliable unit. It had only two infantry battalions.



+++++ Was used to secure wide gaps between inhabited areas.



$ Subordinated to 3rd Division. Were used to secure wide gaps between inhabited areas.



$$ Er.Os. Sau was independent long distance scouting and guerilla warfare unit. It was attached to Roi and was under Finnish command. About a reinforced company strength.



? These commanders and their ranks in 1943 are not confirmed. All of these commanders mentioned have been with the particular unit but maybe earlier or later.



Separate units:



There were  numerous separate units, eg. artillery battalions. In the summer of 1943 all organic AA units were gathered to AA battalions (three batteries each) and subordinated back to units. 



2. Finnish troops under German command, summer 1943:



Vienan Heimosoturipataljoona (VHSP)****		Securing the southern flank of the 

(Viena Tribal Battalion)				German 7.Gebirgs Division 							(Mountain Division). Subordinated to 							7.Geb.Div.



Commander:		not known



Erillisosasto P (Er.Os. P) (Separate Detachment P) ¤	Securing a 200 km gap between the

(also known as the name "Erillisosasto Pennanen"	German XIX and XXXVI Geb.Korps

 and "Erillisosasto Petsamo")				(Mountain Corps). Subordinated to

							XIX Geb.Korps.



Commander:		Lt.Col.		A. Pennanen



Remarks:



¤ Er.Os. P was a special unit formed mainly from the Frontier Guard personnel and Lappish habitants with good local landscape knowledge. About a battalion strength.



Finnish troops were much more suitable for patrolling wide uninhabited wildernesses than German troops. Germans were even afraid of the endless forests and swamps. One German is known to be said: "When I go home I will knock down all of the apple trees I have in my garden." The Finns always considered forest to a friendly element.



3. German troops in Northern Finland (Lapland) and on the coast of Polar Ocean, summer 1943:



20. Gebirgsarmee (20.Geb.A) (20th Mountain Army)	in Rovaniemi



Commander:			Col.Gen.		Eduard Dietl

Chief of Staff:			Lt.Gen.			Ferdinand Jodl



20.Geb.A was directly under the command of the German Chief HQ (OKW). It had the total strength of about 210.000 men (This is the official number. I think it may be a bit overstated. If you count 8 divisions x 16.000 men/division = 128.000 men. There were also Luftwaffe troops and engineering troops of the "Organization Todt". But still there should have been hell of a supply there - or lots of idle men!).

 

Still it was the most intact German Army during the last years of the war.



(Finnish) Liaison HQ Roi: (see above)



Commander:			Col.			O. Willamo



Luftwaffe troops in Finland or Northern Norway, 1943:



LW  troops were officially under Luftflotte 5 (commander: Col.Gen. Hans-Jürgen Stumpff) in Oslo, Norway.



Vorgeschoben Gefechtsstab der Luftflotte 5	in Kirkkoniemi (Kirkenes), Northern Norway

(Advanced HQ of Luftflotte 5)



Commander:					not known



Flak-Brigade XIII (Anti-Aircraft Brigade 13) x	Maj.Gen.	Wolfgang Freytag



Luftwaffen-Feld-Bataillon "Finnland"		commander not known

(LW Infantry Battalion "Finland")



Tank and assault gun units in Finland, 1943:



Panzer-Abteilung 211 (Pz.Abt. 211) (Tank Battalion 211)



Commander:			not known



Weak tank unit. Equipped mainly with old French Somua and Hotchkiss tanks. Few originally German tanks. Don't know exactly in which Korps it was attached at the time.



 Sturmgeschütz-Batterie 741 (Assault Gun Battery 741)



 Sturmgeschütz-Batterie 742 (Assault Gun Battery 742)



Commanders and locations not known at the moment. Don't know exactly in which Korps they were attached during their short visit in Finland. 



Troops from north to south:



XIX (Gebirgs) Armeekorps 			in Northern Norway and Northern Finland

(19th Mountain Corps)				(in Petsamo area)



Unit name (Original German name,		Commander (rank in -43 and name):

name in English):

						Lt.Gen.		Ferdinand Schörner

					

210. Infanterie-Division (210th Infantry Division) xx	Lt.Gen.		Karl Wintergerst or

						Lt.Gen.		Kurt Ebeling xxx



Divisions-Gruppe "Rossi" xx			?.Gen.		Franz Rossi

(Divisional Group "Rossi")



6. Gebirgs-Division (6th Mountain Division)	Lt.Gen.		Christian Philipp or

						Lt.Gen.		Max Pemsel xxx



2. Gebirgs-Division (2nd Mountain Division)	Lt.Gen.		Ernst Schlemmer or	

						Lt.Gen		Hans Degen xxx



Er.Os. P		see above



XXXVI (Gebirgs) Armeekorps 			in Salla area

(36th Mountain Corps)

						Gen.		Karl Weisenberger xxx



169. Infanterie-Division (169th Infantry Division)	Lt.Gen.		Georg Radziej



163. Infanterie-Division (163rd Infantry Division)	Lt.Gen.		Karl Rübel

			

Actually Mountain Corps with no mountain troops! (There were no real mountains either.) Both are typical German infantry divisions. 



XVIII (Gebirgs) Armeekorps 			in Kiestinki - Uhtua area

(18th Mountain Corps)

						Gen.		Franz Böhme xxx

						

SS-Gebirgs-Division "Nord"			SS-Brgd.führer	Matthias Kleinheisterkamp

(SS Mountain Division "Nord")			(Maj.Gen.)



SS "Nord" was a very large, strong and well equipped  formation (over 20.000 men). Originally very inexperienced unit but totally motorized, later only minor parts were motorized. The number "6." was attached to the division 's name later in 1943. Maybe the best non-motorized SS division at the time.



7. Gebirgs-Division (7th Mountain Division)	Lt.Gen.		August Krakau

(nickname: "Bergschuh-Division", 

Mountain Shoe Division)



Troops subordinated to 7th Mountain Division:



VHSP****		see above



Remarks:



x Major parts of this unit protected highly important nickel mines of Kolosjoki in Petsamo. (It was the worlds biggest source of nickel at the time and produced over 2/3rds of Germans' need of nickel.) It had three strong AA-Regiments (over 500 AA-guns, lots of 88s). Name changed to 13. Flak-Brigade later in 1943.



xx  Weak and partly incomplete coastal defence formations along the coast of Polar Ocean with lots of static equipment (eg. coastal artillery).



xxx These commanders are not confirmed (lots of commander changes during 1942 and 1943).




