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This working draft of the Strategic Plan for the Battle of Camden National Historic Landmark is being sent to project leaders for their review. You are encouraged to send before February 28, 2003, your corrections, suggested additions, and recommendations to George Fields, Palmetto Conservation Foundation, or by email, gfields@palmettoconservation.org.  

This project was supported by a grant of the American Battlefield Protection Program of the National Park Service and generous contributions from 40 individuals, foundations, and businesses in South Carolina.

WORKING DRAFT 

                                                  STRATEGIC PLAN 

                BATTLE OF CAMDEN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK 

                                                           PREFACE

     The Battle of Camden was a very large and important battle of the American Revolution, but the combat details and its impact on winning American Independence are still little known. 

Fortunately, the battlefield itself still carries many secrets waiting to enlighten the future. Since August 2000 when Bowater Industries, Inc. donated a conservation easement on 310 acres in the core of the battlefield to Katawba Valley Land Trust, leaders from federal, state, county, and local agencies have been mobilizing to plan for the future of this National Historic Landmark (NHL) and to develop resources for permanent preservation of the site and on-site interpretation programs. Both public and non-profit agencies led and supported this project, and this plan is the result of their work.

     A working draft of the plan was distributed to Advisory Council members and the staff of the American Battlefield Protection Program with the request that before March 1, 2003, they provide input, suggestions for revisions, and recommendations. Then a final draft will be prepared and for approval by the council. All input for the plan should be sent to BG (RET) George D. Fields, Palmetto Conservation Foundation, PO Box 1984, Spartanburg, SC 29304-1984, or email gfields@palmettoconservation.org. A revised plan, incorporating their input, will be presented to the Advisory Council of the project for approval before March 31, 2002. After approval the Strategic Plan will be presented to a public hearing for comments.

     Palmetto Conservation Foundation (PCF) worked with Katawba Valley Land Trust (KVLT) in acquiring the conservation easement. In follow-up to a legal requirement in the easement for a strategic plan to be in place before August 2005, KVLT and PCF called together leaders from several federal, state, and local agencies to participate in strategic planning. From these discussions emerged an Advisory Council of 30 leaders from 26 agencies that entered into a coalition to work and support the project. This coalition requested PCF to serve as the administrative agent in the planning phase and also in a program to raise funds for the project.  The American Battlefield Protection Program (ABPP) of the National Park Service provided a grant of $25,000, which push-started the project. Then, cash gifts of over $25,000 from 45 different donors and over $30,000 of in-kind gifts provided critically needed resources to bring the project to the stage of having a Strategic Plan for the future and purchasing 310 acres of the core of the battlefield.

    First and foremost, thanks goes out to the many volunteers and professionals who have contributed to the study and research behind this plan and also those who participated in the planning process. Many of the numerous contributors worked through the newly organized Advisory Council and its four working committees and provided critical leadership and hard work for the project. Many others, including historians, tourism professionals, archaeologists, and business leaders, have worked on committees or contributed services that saved the meager resources of the project.

     Special thanks is expressed to the Palmetto Conservation Foundation, Katawba Valley Land 

Trust, Hobkirk Hill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution, Bowater Industries, and Bowater III Timber LLC for their cooperation with research on their property.  We must also express grateful appreciation to 45 individuals and businesses that contributed over $25,000 for the project during the last year.      

     This plan should be seen as a work in progress and will be updated many times over the years during its implementation. Our goals are most challenging, and implementation of the plan will take place in the midst of many new challenges emerging from our rapidly changing economy and changing plans of owners who might decide to develop some of their property located in the NHL. The project is already in motion and has taken the first giant steps even while the plan was being developed. The inertia of past progress clearly indicates that we are ready to go forward.

I. ORGANIZATION

During March 2002 a coalition of leaders from 25 agencies (local, county, regional, state & federal) organized into an Advisory Council for the project. Among the first actions of this group was to request Palmetto Conservation Foundation to serve as its administrative partner and appointed four working committees: Executive Committee, Archaeology Committee, Finance Committee, History & Records Committee. A list of these agencies and the working committees are attached as Appendix 1.

Early in the planning process, the Advisory Council established the following goals for the project:   

         -Develop a Strategic Plan

         -Preserve the site permanently

         -Interpret the battle on-site

         -Locate a Military Historic Park at the battlefield

             1st Preference-National Military Park

             2nd Preference-State Historic Park

             3rd preference-Park operated by county or city 

             4th Preference-Non-profit Agency Park

These goals guided the research and planning activities over the last 18 months and were reaffirmed in November 2002 as guiding goals for the future. As Revolutionary soldiers followed their flags into battle, these goals are out front challenging us to work boldly and diligently in the future.

     The Advisory Council updated its committee structure and membership during the planning phase to meet emerging needs. Now that the planning phase is completed, the organization should be revised to implement recommendations of the Strategic Plan and meet the challenges of the future. While the organization is basically sound for the future, the following recommendations will better prepare the organization for its work:

Recommendation I-1. Develop committee memberships for implementing the Strategic Plan and continued planning. 

Strategy: Review attendance and support records and remove inactive members. Recruit more professionals with credentials and research skill to serve on History and Records Committee and Archaeology Committee and leaders with fund-raising experience for the Finance Committee.

Recommendation II-2. Develop a permanent legal organization to be responsible for Battle of Camden site and its resources. 

Strategy: Request PCF to continue serving as administrative unit until staff and financial resources are strong enough to set-up a non-profit corporation or a public agency has the resources and willingness to accept the responsibility. Research the organization and governance of similar projects in other states.

II. HISTORICAL RESEARCH

      Historical research is the driving and guiding force of this plan. The mission of our research component is to provide a knowledge base for planning the remainder of the project. A sound knowledge of what happened where and when on the battlefield is essential for planning the preservation of our large battlefield, especially when resources for purchases of property are limited. A good historical understanding is also a prerequisite for interpretation. The research components for BOC project take two forms, as indicated by the two working committee, History and Records Committee and also Archaeology Committee.    

      Research efforts first concentrated in South Carolina libraries and archives on documents, both published and unpublished, maps, and legal records. Early in the research it became evident that no single published history is devoted to a detailed and scholarly study of Battle of Camden, as are available on most battles of this size and importance. Our project has wrestled with the lack of published detailed histories of the battle. Most histories of the Southern Campaign generally describe the battle, but these histories do not describe details nor relate the battle to the terrain. They also do not agree on the movements and details of the battle. For example even NPS documents do not agree on the location of the core of the battlefield. The application for National Landmark status in 1961 with updates in 1976 and a later ABPP Battlefield Survey done in July 2000 describe and locate two different battle sites, which are approximately 300 yards apart. Another example is the number of Americans reported killed in the battle. This number varies from 200 to 1,000.

    At its first meeting the History and Records Committee looked at the problem of the lack of published research. To provide a sound understanding of the battle and its present battlefield, the committee decided to concentrate of the gathering of priority information needed to plan for preservation and interpretation of the battlefield:

       -Description of the various units, what they did and where on the battlefield.

       -Description and integrity of the battle as it proceeded through its combat phases

Published documents described the two armies in general terms, but little information was provided on units and individuals that did particular and distinctive acts in specific places. The research done in this project is adequate for strategic planning, but the project still needs continued research and integration of information already gained to support detailed planning needed in the future. A bibliography of research documents is listed on the web site, http//:battleofcamden.org, and attached as Appendix 2.

    To confront the lack of substantial published histories and the conflicting accounts in those available, the History Committee and the consultants for the project began a search of out-of-print documents and unpublished sources describing the battle. After a nationwide search of archives, it became apparent that research was needed in archives located in Great Britain and Canada. The use of a paid researcher in Great Britain proved to be the best cost factor and is providing valuable information. 

     The resources of the internet and a web site were also employed by the History and Records Committee to gather unpublished documents, reports of eyewitnesses, and data needed to understand the units and leaders in the battle. The immense volume of research generated since June 2002 clearly shows the speed and value of this method of research. Many eyewitness reports, maps, and descriptions not included in available published histories were located through the internet and in a restricted line of communication for use by the committee and interested scholars. This committee designed and implemented the web site, <http//: battleofcamden.org> with the generous contribution of time, expertise, and computer resources by John Robertson and his company, RC&P, Inc.  Mr. Robertson and also Charles Baxley, committee chairman, provided strong leadership and contributed immense amounts of time that made our research successful. The web site collected information faster than its flow and volume could be evaluated and integrated, and analysis of its contents will be one of our future research needs. Already we understand the battle much better and our success clearly shows that we must continue research by electronic means both in the US and Great Britain in the future. A list of documents on the web site at this time is attached in Appendix 2.

     This committee includes several scholars and experienced researchers. The work of the committee has been greatly aided by Lawrence Babits, PhD., and author of A Devil of A Whipping, which is a detailed book about Cowpens. This book is the type of study needed on the Battle of Camden.   

     Our lead consultant for the project is Steven D. Smith, Director of the Military Projects Department of the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology (SCIAA). He is a military historian and also an experienced military archaeologist. He was very helpful in locating unpublished documents and also reviewing the work of the History Committee. His history consultant report, Battle of Camden, is our guiding historical scenario for this plan (attached in appendix 3). 

    Future preservation and interpretation planning will require more specific information about several phases of the battle and the units involved. The historical research generated in the project provided adequate guidance to develop this plan and provides sound guidance for taking the first steps in preservation and interpretation planning but has also raised essential questions that continued research must answer. It is essential that research activities continue in the future.

Recommendation II-1. Strengthen the web site with staff and resources to continue sharing unpublished documents with professional and hobbyists researching the Battle of Camden. 

Strategy: Work out a plan for present server to continue the web site, assimilate the meaning of the immense volume of material in the web site and continue to search for documents.

Recommendation II-2. Recruit additional historians to participate in the restricted line of communication, where the web site contents are discussed and evaluated.

Strategy: Use present committee as recruiters

Recommendation II-3. Encourage a scholar to publish a history of the battle and provide sponsorship and resources.

Strategy: Plan with authors who have books on other battles and encourage them about the potential of Battle of Camden for a meaningful book; investigate a book sponsorship with stipend and research help.

Recommendation II-4. Continue research on the continuing questions about the battle:

Strategy: Research during the following:        

         -Where the advance guards of the two armies met and started the night battle.

         -When the British Legion attacked and the line of attack through the American lines.

         -More detailed understanding of last stage of the battle when American units fought their way 

              off the battlefield.

        -Research the battle along the Waxhaw Road to Rugely’s, where the British dragoons destroyed

              fleeing units and baggage train.

III. ARCHAEOLOGY

     No formal and documented archaeological studies on the Battle of Camden done prior to the present project could be found. This lack of research forced our project to start from scratch on how to plan the archaeology for this large battlefield on a very limited budget of $13,200.  A metal detection survey of a small area in 1999 by Jim Legg of SCIAA was helpful in planning how to use our meager consultant funds for archaeology. This survey indicated that artifact hunters had already removed most of the shallow artifacts from the land. With the meager resources in our project for archaeology we could not hope to get a broad understanding of the battlefield. 

   Our project planned a strategy of locating collectors with extensive collections found on the battlefield, and we then sought their cooperation in analyzing from their records or memory the collections and locating on the ground where various artifacts were found. Then, by collating this new data in a GIS system, artifacts intensity maps could be generated to show the density and spread pattern of artifacts in specific areas of the battlefield. Twelve collectors cooperated, but the work plan provided funds to analyze and catalog only five collections. Hopefully, the additional seven collections will be analyzed very soon. One weakness of the present study is that all 12 collectors cooperating in the study did their collecting after 1980. Information on the artifacts removed from the site prior to 1980 will be sought in the future. 

     PCF staff developed a Global Information System (GIS) Base Map system of data files. In addition to the data files on archaeological data, the base map system also contains roads and streams, buildings and power lines, contours, land use, and property lines. The system can produce overlays that compare archaeological locations with other terrain features.  The best available topographic data for the project’s base map was on a scale of 1:24,000. This scale of accuracy was adequate for broad archaeological surveys needed for the Strategic Plan but is not accurate enough for future archaeology and other research. The existing data files store contour intervals of 10 feet, and the printed maps do not present a visual picture of the slopes and grades of the terrain that are needed to locate battle lines and artillery pieces. It is essential that we develop a mapping system with one-foot contour intervals. 

     A copy of the Camden Battlefield Collector Survey, led by Jim Legg of the South Carolina Institute of Archaeology and Anthropology is attached as appendix 4. This research has been immensely helpful in conjunction with maps drawn by participants and reports of eyewitnesses in locating the battle on the ground. The archaeological intensity maps were used in conjunction with historical research to locate phases of the battle on the ground. This information was essential for planning interpretation programs. 

     The reports from both historical and archaeological consultants agree that the battle started in the area straddling the road approximately 300 yards south of the Daughters of the American Revolution monuments and continued northward. This is the area traditionally considered the main battlefield. An ABPP Battlefield Survey, done by volunteers in 2000, moved the battlefield approximately 300 yards north of the traditional area because collectors had recently found moderate level of artifacts in that area. However, when this evidence is seen in conjunction with other collectors, the overall evidence points to the traditionally accepted area as the core of the battlefield.

        Our research located a very dense area of artifacts found in the northwest area of the battlefield. This surprise finding  caused a rethinking of the later phases of the battle and how some American units fought their way off the battlefield. It is essential that archaeological research continue in order to locate and analyze the remaining military artifacts left on the field and to finish the research begun in this study.

Recommendation III-1. Continue the collector survey of cooperating collectors. 

Strategy: Locate funds and contract for consultants to continue the project; Catalog and record the provenience (source location) of the artifacts in seven remaining collections of known collectors; Locate collections found before 1980.

Recommendation III-2. Protect, research, and honor the graves located in the project and locate additional graves, especially mass graves, on the battlefield.

Strategy: Conduct infrared photo flights of the battlefield; Cooperate in a grant program with USC School of Anthropology to study and safeguard the graves.

Recommendation III-3. Develop a more detailed base map with topographic information at one-foot contour intervals.

Strategy: Develop a plan with a surveyor to utilize aerial digital photography; contract for the project.

Recommendation III-4. Conduct an intensive, GPS plotted, metal detection collection of the site.

Strategy: Request ABPP and other donors for funds for an archaeologist with trained operators to cover first the areas in and around the “Very Dense” and “Dense” areas shown on the Artifact Density Study Map in appendix 4, and then in moderate and light density areas as funds are available. 

                                    IV.    Natural and Cultural Landscape Plan

Introduction                                                

     This phase of the plan analyzes the natural and cultural aspects of the terrain involved in the battle and also the changes on the land since the battle. The plan analyses four different size areas. The following breakdown of National Historic Landmark (NHL) area will assist in planning how to use limited resources in preserving the most important area first and later other areas as resources become available and property is placed on the market:

       -NHL area reported as approximately 2,000 acres in 1976 survey.

       -Approximately 1,000 acres containing the core of the battlefield.

       -Two parcels, containing 316 acres, now under protection plans.

A. National Historic Landmark (NHL) Area

1. NHL Description

     The National Historic Landmark designation was approved January 20, 1962, and the specific boundaries were certified on May 20,1976 in a National Register of Historic Places-Inventory-Nomination Form. This form recorded the nominated acreage as approximately 2,000 acres and recorded four coordinates for the corners of an area within which lies the official boundary. This area was also drawn on an attached 1935 USGS Camden Quadrangle map. Within this larger area the nomination form established the official boundary with a perimeter of terrain features.    

     Boundaries of the NHL Area. The nomination forms specified the following terrain features as the perimeter of the official boundary:  

“The battlefield is entirely within the area embraced by two branches of Gum Creek. At a point approximately two-tenths of a mile southwest of the southwestern most point of Lake Shamokin, Gum Creek separates into two branches, one flowing northwest. The boundary of the national landmark begins at that point and follows, firstly, the east bank of the northeasterly –flowing branch crossing an improved light-duty road (by USGS definition) running east-west from state route 58. Continuing beyond this road approximately 4/10 of a mile, the branch of Gum Creek can be seen to fork again. The boundary there follows the more easterly of these two forks along its east bank to the point where the creek branches again. At this fork the boundary proceeds along the east bank of the northwest fork to another branch about one mile from the previous fork. Thence along the northwest bank of the northeast branch to its origin. From there the boundary line is formed by a line drawn from the end of the branch to another point approximately 4/10 of a mile northeast where the northeast branch of Gum Creek (the one flowing south into Lake Shamokin) originates. The boundary line then shifts to the west bank of this, the northeast branch of Gum Creek. The line follows the creek east and south until it empties into Lake Shamokin. Completing the perimeter of the NHL boundary, at the point where the creek empties into Lake Shamokin, the official boundary follows the north bank of Lake Shamokin to its most westerly point, and then along the north bank of Gum Creek southwest for approximately 2/10 of a mile to the point where Gum Creek first divided. This is the starting point and completes the perimeter boundary.”

      The boundary perimeter established by terrain features is still definable and evident on the ground. For clarity instead of using some names in the nomination form, this plan uses the updated names of terrain features recorded on the latest available map (1988 USGS map). Gum Creek is now named “Gum Swamp Creek.”  The western boundary branch is now named “McDonald’s Branch” and the eastern boundary is named “Hall Branch.” 

     The base map system computed from the data file on the boundaries the area to be 1,229 acres. This discrepancy with the approximately 2,000 acres reported in the nomination will be checked soon for more accurate acreage. Although the NHL area might contain considerable less than 2,000 acres, the area contains the entire core of the battlefield and much of the maneuver area. Large sections of the southern portion of the area contain very little signs of combat below the area of the night battle and no maneuver area except along the original Great Road (now Flat Rock Road) that the British forces used for their march to the battlefield. 

     A survey of the Kershaw County Assessor’s records revealed that the NHL area contains all or parts of approximately 29 parcels of property owned by 20 different individuals or businesses. One owner, Bowater Timber III LLC, owns approximately 30%  of the NHL area and this land contains much of the core of the battlefield. Palmetto Conservation Foundation owns 24 % and 18 different owners own the remainder. See appendix 5 for map and list of property owners.

    Battlefield Area Outside NHL Boundaries. The area beyond the northwest boundary was used for a fighting escape by Patriot forces. Beyond the northern boundary historical research describes a series of attempts by the American leaders to rally the fleeing militia along Flat Rock Road for three miles to Granny’s Quarter Creek.  Several eyewitnesses describe how the British Legion Dragoons attacked the fleeing troops along the road. Consideration should be given to extending the NHL along the road to Rugely’s on Granny’s Quarter Creek where the wagon trains of Gates Army were destroyed. 

2. Core of the Battlefield. 

     Historical and archaeological research to date indicates that the core of the battlefield is contained in an area of approximately 1,000 acres. Therefore, this area would be the minimum size of property that should be protected and used in interpretation programs. Since a military park is envisioned for the future, this property should be acquired when it becomes available.    Two parcels of land consisting of 316 acres that contain the core of daytime battle in its early stages and probably “DeKalb’s last stand” are already owned and protected by agencies in the coalition. 

     A major portion of the night battlefield and the British assembly area are south of the protected land. The combat of the 1st Maryland Brigade in the later stages of the battle and the destruction of the retreating American army by Tarleton’s Dragoons took place north of the protected area. These approximately 700 acres of unprotected land should be acquired as soon as possible. One owner of 500-500 acres of this land has the land on the market. Eleven tracts, totaling 30.85 acres containing combat area of the 1st Maryland Brigade, are owned by nine (9) descendents of the Smith family. The night battle and British assembly area took place on approximately 40 acres owned J. E Horton, Jr.  and 40 acres owned by Mr. & Mrs. Larry & Betty Slade. For planning purposes $1,120,000 should be considered the cost of these 700 acres of land. None of these owners have been contacted about selling the fee simple title or granting an easement, and these discussions should be held very soon.

4. Protected Area.                    

       There are presently 316 acres of the NHL area under protection programs. The Hobkirk Hill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR)_acquired 6 acres, installed commemorative markers, and managed it as a historic site for over 100 years. This area has a stone marker identifying the spot where General DeKalb fell, a NHL monument and a highway sign describing the battle. Palmetto Conservation Foundation purchased an additional 310 acres around the DAR land in December 2002. This purchase could not wait  until the strategic planning was finished to take action. The Advisory Council requested Palmetto Conservation Foundation to purchase the land while on the market and voted to conduct a financial drive during the next fours years to raise $325,000 to pay off a bridge loan provided by a friendly investor. This parcel was protected earlier by an easement acquired in 2000 by Katawba Valley Land Trust with the help of Palmetto Conservation Foundation from Bowater, Inc. The easement encourages public use and authorizes preservation, interpretation, and tourism programs. The conditions in the easement require that a strategic plan be in place by August 2005 and also the easement covenant lasts for only 50 years. It is essential to permanently protect this land by removing the lien on the land and paying $325,000 before December 2006.

B. Natural and Demographic Description

1. Soils.  

     The NHL is in the sand hills of South Carolina. The hilly terrain ranges from approximately 240 feet above sea level at Gum Swamp on the southern boundary to 461 feet on the highest hill in the northern sector. The altitude of the land gradually increases from south to north. With the exception of the swamps on the east, west and south, the land is well drained and of a sandy texture. The swamps are low and marshy. The NHL area contains a large variety of plants, shrubs, and trees due to the contrast in soils types from the tops of hills down to the watershed areas.

2. Cultural Landscape

     The site is in excellent shape due to its agricultural use since the battle. Forestry practices on the site have helped preserve the land but harms the view shed of the battlefield. Since the site was covered with large trees during the battle, clear-cutting of large sections changes the nature of the battlefield. The entire 316 acres of protected land are now used only for forestry farming, and the area has no standing buildings. While these two parcels have no standing buildings, the ruins at two sites of farm buildings that stood until the middle of the 20th century are evident. Aerial photos made for agricultural management indicate some of the land was used for row crops and pastures well up to the last quarter of the 20th century. During the research two prehistoric sites of Native American communities were located. 

     Over 95% of NHL area north of the protected area is also used for forestry purposes. Only one residence is occupied and the ruins of another are still evident. There is also a church and cemetery in this northern sector of unprotected land. The southern quarter of the National Historic Landmark area nearest Gum Swamp Creek has the most standing buildings. All of the building are residences and out-buildings with the exception of the unoccupied “County Chain Gang” complex of buildings and parking facilities. On this property is also a communications tower. The southern quarter of the NHL area also has the east-west road described in the NHL boundaries, but this public unpaved road probably was not there when the battle was fought. This area  also has electrical power distribution lines across the southern part of the NHL.

      The most prominent cultural feature of the battlefield is the route of the “Great Wagon Road” (also named Waxhaw Road in histories) that runs north and south on the high ridge in the center of the battlefield. This colonial road ran generally on or near where Road S-28-58 (Flat Rock Road) is today. Evidence of an older road can still be seen in several places within a 30 foot span on each side of the present road. This road was probably a Native American trading path before the settlement of Europeans and remained a major north-south traffic artery until the 20th century when US 521 was constructed parallel to it.

     The Great (Waxhaw) Road was the prominent terrain feature used by participants to describe the battle. Old maps and descriptions of the battle refer to it. Both armies used the road to and from the battlefield. The road was used as the dividing line between the two wings of both armies and the key terrain defended by artillery. The major destruction of the battlefield in recent years resulted from excavations when the highway was straightened and widened. This modern highway destroyed 5% of the site and obliterated most of the original Waxhaw Road that both armies used in the battle.

     Forestry and hunting lanes run through the property. Several of these lanes are maintained and shown on the base map. Only one road other than the Waxhaw Road was probably there during the battle. This road is still evident on the property and is shown on the base map as “Old Road.” This road follows the natural terrain grades in the western half of the battlefield and its route generally matches the route of Patriot units that fought their way off the battlefield.

Recommendation IV-1: Implement a security plan for the protected property that protects the forest, graves, and archaeological resources and also forbids hunting.

Strategy: Research the law for protection uses; Develop a policy and design signs that integrate security and public access; Request patrols by county law enforcement personnel. 

Recommendation IV-2:  Protect the land in the NHL by acquisition or conservation easement. 

Strategy: Protect first the land in the core of the battlefield, containing the night battle and combat area North and west of the presently preserved area; Acquire property or conservation easements in the NHL area outside the core. Encourage owners of unprotected property to uphold the regulations of NHL policy.

Recommendation IV-3: Conduct a botanical study of the plants, shrubs, and trees in the NHL. This study should particularly analyze threatened and endangered species in the area.

Strategy: Contract with a botanist to conduct the study in winter/spring 2003; Utilize report in proposal for land and water conservation funds for property acquisition.

                                               V. PRESERVATION PLANS

   Threats to Site. Since 1997 the National Park Service in its reports to congress placed this National Historic Landmark site on its “Watch List” because the landmark exhibited serious potential danger and could become endangered. The key threat to the site is its potential for development. The site is only 3.5 miles from present Camden City limits and suburban sprawl is moving toward the battlefield. The area has good highway and infrastructure systems for residential uses and is located in a rapidly growing area near Columbia, South Carolina. The market values placed on this land by recent sales in the area far exceed the potential of forestry products to produce a profit on an investment of this value. The land’s potential for profit from development for residential and commercial uses is increasing. The good road and water system in the area make the lots along the road especially attractive for “doublewide trailer-homes” which are popular in this area. 

     Trespassers and artifact hunters, collecting with and without owners’ permission, have also removed most of the archeological military artifacts that were in the top ten inches of the soil. As late as November 2002 evidences of deep excavations by collectors were found in the core of the battlefield near where several graves were discovered in the project research. Another threat is the lack of on-site management that would protect the historic value and manage the resources of the site. Trespassers have already seriously damaged the archeological resources by improper metal hunting practices and removing military artifacts from the site. 

       Permanently Protected Land. Presently, 316 acres of the approximately 2,000 acres in the NHL are permanently protected in the DAR plot of 6 acres and 310 acres purchased for the coalition by the Palmetto Conservation Foundation in December 2002. However, a substantial lien of $325,000 must be paid by December 8, 2006, and a fund raising drive must be successful before this land can be permanently protected.  Payment of the lien for full ownership and security of the 316 acres have highest priority in future work. This land is not properly posted with signs that forbid artifact collection, and there is no security plan for the property.

Protection of the Core of the Battlefield. The core of the battlefield consists of approximately 1000 acres, including 316 acres of protected land. Protection of an additional 700 acres has a high priority. 

Approximately 78% (550 acres) of this needed land is part of a 7,000-acre tract owned by Bowater Timber III LLC and is now on the market. Ten landowners owned the remainder of the land. This land has a high priority to be protected before it is sold. 

Protection of the remainder of the NHL In addition to the 316 acres of protected land and 700 acres with high priority for protection in the core of the battlefield, there are still approximately 1,000 acres in the NHL that needs protecting although with a lower priority. The NHL land south of the night battle, consisting of approximately 230 acres, has the next priority for preservation. This land is in the southern part of NHL. There are also approximately 670 additional acres in the area marked by coordinates as the entire NHL area but are outside the official boundaries. Although it has the lowest priority for preservation, this historically significant land was maneuver area for the armies and could be also needed in the future to provide access to the battlefield and to move traffic around the battlefield.

Recommendation V-1: The entire NHL should be placed into protection plans by acquiring the core of the battlefield and placing the remainder under protection easements. 

Strategy: Due the scarcity of finances, the following order of priority should be followed:

   1st Raise $325,000 in private, state, and federal funds to remove the lien for the 310 acre parcel      

        before December 8, 2006. 

   2nd Develop land acquisition plans for the additional 700 acres in the core of the battlefield.

Strategy: Request ABPP 2003 Grant support for the planning and negotiation with 10 landowners with property in this area. Consultations with the Congressional Delegation, state legislative leaders, county leaders, and private donors about their role in raising approximately $1,225,000 for this property.

Recommendation V-2: Research the areas along the Flat Rock Road from the NHL to Rugeleys Mill (approximately 3 miles) for inclusion in the NHL because the locations of numerous attacks by the British Dragoons of Tarleton’s Legion on the retreating American Army and destruction of the wagon train along the route of the “Great Road.” 

Strategy: Request ABPP 2003 Grant funds to assist the research and planning.


VI.   INTERPRETATION PROGRAM

     The present interpretation program for the Battle of Camden is limited and uncoordinated. 

The only on-site interpretation is done in a small roadside park with three monuments. The larger programs on the battle are done at Historic Camden Revolutionary War Park, approximately 8 miles away.

    On-site interpretation programs. A small park in the land owned by the Hobkirk Hill Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution land provides the only consistent on-site interpretation. The park is located in the center of the battlefield on the traditional site of the last stand of MG Baron DeKalb. The park beside Flat Rock Road consists of an oval drive with several parking spaces and three monuments. A steel sign,  “South Carolina Highway Historical Marker Guide,” faces traffic traveling both ways on the highway and describes the battle and lists the major units participating in the battle. In 1974, The Kershaw County Historical Society replaced a marker erected in 1954. Two impressive granite makers are located behind the oval driveway. The Hobkirk Hill Chapter erected the oldest monument in 1909 by marking the spot of Dekalb’s last stand in the battle.  The National Historic Landmark monument of the National Park Service erected in 1996 stands beside the older monument.

   This small park is not maintained by any agency and shows signs of neglect. The project should quickly renew the drive, clean trash, and remove undergrowth. The sign and two monuments provide only a limited description of the battle and little understanding of the significance of the battle in the American Revolution. The signs provide a confusing picture of the battlefield and provide no guides for locating the battlefield on the ground.

Over the years since the battle, the battlefield has attracted visitors and attempts have been made to establish a military park with on-site interpretation. In 1791, President George Washington visited the battlefield and wrote in his journal a brief assessment of the battle’s significance. Publications in the late 18th and early 19th centuries have a description of the battlefield and its significance to the nation. In those early years one could get an understanding of the battle by riding down the Waxhaw Road and seeing the evidence of shots in the tree trucks. In the latter half of the 19th century interest waned and nothing was done until 1909 when the newly organized chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution erected the granite monument honoring the exploits and sacrifice of the gallant Baron Johann DeKalb. Continuing their work into the 1930’s, the chapter sought to purchase and to develop most of the land on which the battle was fought. This attempt proved unsuccessful, but in 1942 they did manage to establish a small park on six acres of donated land around the monument erected earlier. Since then, the chapter has struggled to protect the site from thoughtless visitors.

     In 1976, the Daughters of the American Revolution chapter, in cooperation with the Santee-Wateree Regional Planning Council, developed a plan for a park with parking spaces, picnic area, and interpretation panels and sought financial support from county, state and federal sources, as a part to Bi-Centennial Celebration of the American Revolution. No state or federal funds were forthcoming, but the county kept its part of the understanding and prepared the site according to the plan, which is basically the park of today. 

Interpretation Programs at other places. Historic Camden Revolutionary War Park, located 8 miles away, has taken the leadership role through the years for interpreting the battle as a part of their program. This park is the site of the British-fortified logistical center from which Lord Cornwallis and the British marched to the Battle of Camden. The park office distributes a brochure on the battle and shows a video, Sunrise at Gum Swamp, as a part of the park’s tour. The brochure provides instructions on traveling to the battlefield, approximately 8 miles away. The park program also has special days during the year when the battle is described and its connection to the park is clearly interpreted. 

      Two memorials in the City of Camden also provide some interpretaion of the Battle of Camden. The DeKalb monument at the grave of the general located in front of Bethesda Presbyterian Church provides basic information on the battle with particular emphasis on the heroism of the general. The Revolutionary War Patriot Memorial in the Quaker Cemetery near the Revolutionary War Park lists the names of Continental soldiers and officers from Maryland, Delaware and Virginia who were killed in the Battle of Camden.

             Future interpretation programs are planned in stages. Some will be undertaken quickly on the 316 acres under protection and then long-range plans to work toward a Military Park. PCF, KVLT, and the DAR, agencies with title to the land, have expressed a willingness to work with the coalition in quickly improving the site. By making the site look honored and loved, we will improve our potential to enlist additional strong partners to help build a Military Park on the site. Also whatever improvements are made now will become an integral part of the future park.

Recommendation VI-1:  Work with DAR in rejuvenating the park area with renewal of the oval drive and parking paces, cleaning undergrowth, and giving the appearance of being a part of the revolutionary period.

Strategy: Clean shrubs and undergrowth from the area, request the county to renew the oval drive and parking spaces, install split-rail fences along the highway and drive, and develop a plan for maintaining cleanliness and security.

Recommendation VI-2: Build a kiosk with interpretation panels that describe and depict various stages of the battle.

Strategy: Develop a design and arrange location in present DAR park; Construct in 2003.

Recommendation VI-3: Construct walking trails through the various battle areas and print an interpretative brochure.

Strategy: Develop a trail plan in cooperation with state and county trail plan; design an interpretative guide for printing and web site that describes the battle and guides self-conducted walking tours of the battlefield. 

Recommendation VI-4. Return the standing forest of 104 acres of upland pines (owned by PCF 98 acres, DAR 6 acres) and 27.2 acres of streamside hardwoods (owned by PCF) to the conditions when the battle was fought. 

Strategy: Contract a consulting forester to plan the restoration; apply for federal mechanical fuel reduction program funds to assist in the removal of unwanted trees and shrubs.

Recommendation VI-5: Lobby congress and state legislature to help fund a Military Park on the site.

Strategy: Present proposals to South Carolina Congressional Delegation to request Congress to authorize and fund a Special Resources Study for a National Park to cover at least 2,000 acres of the NHL and seek federal funds for land acquisition; Raise private and state funds to support 25% of the land purchase; Develop a contingency plan for a State Historic Site, in case the National Park proposal fails.

                                         VII. RECAP OF RECOMMENDATIONS

                                                       ORGANIZATION

Recommendation I-1. Develop committee memberships for implementing the Strategic Plan and continued planning. 

Strategy: Review attendance and support records and remove inactive members. Recruit more professionals with credentials and research skill to serve on History and Records Committee and Archaeology Committee and leaders with fund-raising experience for the Finance Committee.

Recommendation II-2. Develop a permanent legal organization to be responsible for Battle of Camden site and its resources. 

Strategy: Request PCF to continue serving as administrative unit until staff and financial resources are strong enough to set-up a non-profit corporation or a public agency has the resources and willingness to accept the responsibility. Research the organization and governance of similar projects in other states.

II HISTORICAL RESEARCH

Recommendation II-1. Strengthen the web site with staff and resources to continue sharing unpublished documents with professionals and hobbyists researching the Battle of Camden. 

Strategy: Work out a plan for present server to continue the web site, assimilate the meaning of the immense volume of material in the web site and continue to search for documents.

Recommendation II-2. Recruit additional historians to participate in the restricted line of communication, where the web site contents are discussed and evaluated.

Strategy: Use present committee as recruiters

Recommendation II-3. Encourage a scholar to publish a history of the battle and provide sponsorship and resources.

Strategy: Plan with authors who have books on other battles and encourage them about the potential of Battle of Camden for a meaningful book; investigate a book sponsorship with stipend and research help.

Recommendation II-4. Continue research on the continuing questions about the battle:

Strategy: Research during the following:        

         -Where the advance guards of the two armies met and started the night battle.

         -When the British Legion attacked and the line of attack through the American lines.

         -More detailed understanding of last stage of the battle when American units fought their way 

              off the battlefield.

        -Research the battle along the Waxhaw Road to Rugely’s, where the British dragoons destroyed

              fleeing units and baggage train.

                                                     ARCHAEOLOGY

Recommendation III-1. Continue the collector survey of cooperating collectors. 

Strategy: Locate funds and contract for consultants to continue the project; Catalog and record the provenience (source location) of the artifacts in seven remaining collections of known collectors; Locate collections found before 1980.

Recommendation III-2. Protect, research, and honor the graves located in the project and locate additional graves, especially mass graves, on the battlefield.

Strategy: Conduct infrared photo flights of the battlefield; Cooperate in a grant program with USC School of Anthropology to study and safeguard the graves.

Recommendation III-3. Develop a more detailed base map with topographic information at one-foot contour intervals.

Strategy: Develop a plan with a surveyor to utilize aerial digital photography; contract for the project.

Recommendation III-4. Conduct an intensive, GPS plotted, metal detection collection of the site.

Strategy: Request ABPP and other donors for funds for an archaeologist with trained operators to cover first the areas in and around the “Very Dense” and “Dense” areas shown on the Artifact Density Study Map in appendix 4, and then in moderate and light density areas as funds are available. 

                                    NATURAL AND CULTURAL LANDSCAPE

Recommendation IV-1: Implement a security plan for the protected property that protects the forest, graves, and archaeological resources and also forbids hunting.

Strategy: Research the law for protection uses; Develop a policy and design signs that integrate security and public access; Request patrols by county law enforcement personnel. 

Recommendation IV-2:  Protect the land in the NHL by acquisition or conservation easement. 

Strategy: Protect first  the land in the core of the battlefield, containing the night battle and combat area North and west of the presently preserved area; Acquire property or conservation easements in the NHL area outside the core. Encourage owners of unprotected property to uphold the regulations of NHL policy.

Recommendation IV-3: Conduct a botanical study of the plants, shrubs, and trees in the NHL. This study should particularly analyze threatened and endangered species in the area.

Strategy: Contract with a botanist to conduct the study in winter/spring 2003; Utilize report in proposal for land and water conservation funds for property acquisition.

                                                          PRESERVATION                                           

Recommendation V-1: The entire NHL should be placed into protection plans by acquiring the core of the battlefield and placing the remainder under protection easements. 

Strategy: Due the scarcity of finances, the following order of priority should be followed:

   1st Raise $325,000 in private, state, and federal funds to remove the lien for the 310 acre parcel      

        before December 8, 2006. 

   2nd Develop land acquisition plans for the additional 700 acres in the core of the battlefield.

Strategy: Request ABPP 2003 Grant support for the planning and negotiation with 10 landowners with property in this area. Consultations with the Congressional Delegation, state legislative leaders, county leaders, and private donors about their role in raising approximately $1,225,000 for this property.

Recommendation V-2: Research the areas along the Flat Rock Road from the NHL to Rugeleys Mill (approximately 3 miles) for inclusion in the NHL because the locations of numerous attacks by the British Dragoons of Tarleton’s Legion on the retreating American Army and destruction of the wagon train along the route of the “Great Road.” 

Strategy: Request ABPP 2003 Grant funds to assist the research and planning.

                                               INTERPRETATION


Recommendation VI-1:  Work with DAR in rejuvenating the park area with renewal of the oval drive and parking paces, cleaning undergrowth, and giving the appearance of being a part of the revolutionary period.

Strategy: Clean shrubs and undergrowth from the area, request the county to renew the oval drive and parking spaces, install split-rail fences along the highway and drive, and develop a plan for maintaining cleanliness and security.

Recommendation VI-2: Build a kiosk with interpretation panels that describe and depict various stages of the battle.

Strategy: Develop a design and arrange location in present DAR park; Construct in 2003.

Recommendation VI-3: Construct walking trails through the various battle areas and print an interpretative brochure.

Strategy: Develop a trail plan in cooperation with state and county trail plan; design an interpretative guide for printing and web site that describes the battle and guides self-conducted walking tours of the battlefield. 

Recommendation VI-4. Return the standing forest of 104 acres of upland pines (owned by PCF 98 acres, DAR 6 acres) and 27.2 acres of streamside hardwoods (owned by PCF) to the conditions when the battle was fought. 

Strategy: Contract a consulting forester to plan the restoration; apply for federal mechanical fuel reduction program funds to assist in the removal of unwanted trees and shrubs.

Recommendation VI-5: Lobby congress and state legislature to help fund a Military Park on the site.

Strategy: Present proposals to South Carolina Congressional Delegation to request Congress to authorize and fund a Special Resources Study for a National Park to cover at least 2,000 acres of the NHL and seek federal funds for land acquisition; Raise private and state funds to support 25% of the land purchase; Develop a contingency plan for a State Historic Site, in case the National Park proposal fails.







PAGE  
1

